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Please allow me to introduce myself,

My name is Andrew Hill and during my time as a potter over the last 36 years I have had a great deal of success in my chosen field of Raku ceramics, becoming one of the most respected potters in the country, and being widely exhibited and collected across the UK, Europe and beyond.

More recently I have become a fully qualified primary school teacher and also enjoyed working in various school environments (including SENd) carrying out residencies and workshops.
The benefits that the children receive can be significant.  I'm sure that any of the heads of nurseries / children centres, would be happy to vouch for the positive experiences that the children get from these sessions.
 
I can carry out a sensory workshop with the children developing social, language, number, and motor skills etc.:
· experiential - continual provision, children choosing to visit a table where I'm operating - children decide what to do and I follow their lead [as part of a learning journey] to develop their ideas 

· children to explore the different making with hands and pottery tools 

· potter’s wheel - children discuss and describe sensory properties whilst playing with the clay 

· A product - could be anything they have made as it is an accurate record of their creative development - or - a more structured thing such as a tile with - a picture drawn on / a pattern / things following a theme [mini beasts / shells etc.] pushed into the clay to be fired and taken home. 

Additionally, I offer Inset training for nursery practitioners to encourage a consistent approach in delivering 'learning through clay', resulting in a scheme of work personal to your school, (this could be incorporated as a ‘twilight session’ at the end of the days’ workshop).

“The sessions and the staff meeting were very inspiring and really helped us to understand the underpinning theory and concepts of how clay can help children learn and support their sensory, schematic and conceptual understanding in a fun and creative way. Also, the stage we looked at can be applied to all learning and this helped the staff to see this applied in a very practical way with the actual sessions with the children.”
Here are evaluations of my work at nursery settings.

The children have received a high profile, positive male role model interacting with them in their nursery.
Children have explored different ways of making with hands and different pottery tools.
Children have experienced the potter's wheel discussing and describing the sensory properties whilst playing with the clay.
Many children observed, engaged and took part in activities showing good attention and listening skills, heard and used new language and copied many modelled skills.
Many children were observed being motivated to concentrate for extended periods, thinking about what they were doing and being creative.
It has been a valuable experience and an excellent opportunity to practice fine motor skills / hand and finger movements.

Children now play in the clay area much more than before and play with the clay differently.

Children and staff have enjoyed and benefited from having you in!
Other positive effects can be from having a 'male role model' or 'a new face' in the nursery, it adds a new ‘dynamic’ to the nursery that will be remembered by the children for a long time.
 
I offer a friendly yet professional service covering all sensory aspects of clay.  Children can also experience the potter’s wheel, which is always a favourite.  I can also offer a workshop that produces a product for the child or the school / children’s centre.  This may be a tile, or set of tiles, or something similar.  A mixture of both these workshops works very well. 

Please ring 07716205907 or email ajhillraku@gmail.com for further information and prices.

I hope this helps and I look forward to hearing from you soon to discuss whether I can meet your needs at the nursery / children centre.
Kind regards

Andrew Hill

Email: ajhillraku@gmail.com


Web: www.andrewhillceramics.co.uk











